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2713.   To THE COUNTESS otf UPPER

Strawberry Hill, Sept. 26, 1789.

MY excuse for not answering your Ladyship's two letters
directly is that I have been at Park Place, and they waited
for me here. This little expedition proves that I have
quite recovered of my tumble, of which only a large black
mark remains down my side. You are very kind to caution
me, but in truth my two late falls have made me so
timorous, that I tread with as much awe as if I were to step
over nine hot ploughshares.

I am much obliged too for your French anecdotes, Madam,
which I had not heard. All their proceedings appear to me
shocking or absurd to a degree. I do not guess on what
grounds Mr. Wyndham foretells their success. I had been
told that he thought their debates ridiculous, but a prophet
has more strings to his bow than one who only forms his
opinion by a small share of common sense. Kot that
I pretend to any sagacity, which must often be at a fault,
for it calculates only by probabilities and experience, and
cannot take into its account folly and chance, the two
principal arbiters of human affairs; but what does Mr.
Wyndham mean by success'? Is the whole kingdom of
Prance to remain always in such blessed liberty, that every
individual is to murder, plunder, and trample on every
law? Or out of this lawless and savage scene is order,
justice, and temper to arise ? Nay, when some constitution
is voted, will it take place ? and if it does, how long will be
its duration ? Will a new assembly of jfitats, elected every
two years, corroborate the ordinances of their predecessors ?
Will they not think themselves as wise, and prove as
foolish ? What an absurdity is it not to strip the King of
all his power, and yet maintain that it is necessary by thet was Lady
